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Purpose:  This is a 0-credit course provides a setting for oral presentations by biology majors and, occasionally, outside speakers.  Since all scientists eventually transmit their knowledge orally, public speaking and oral communication are a vital part of a scientist's training.  Whether these events take the form of seminars, courses, or more informal discussions, participation in this seminar experience will provide training in "talking science" in front of an audience. Finally, this seminar provides an unusual opportunity to discuss biology in an informal mix of students and faculty without the typical constraints of course work.
Grade for 075:  Since BIO-075 itself is a non-credit course, the grade assigned to you will be either S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory).  This grade will be determined by four criteria:
1) quality of the talk given, 2) participation in question-and-answer sessions after the talks of others, 3) attendance record, and 4) quality of a completed curriculum vitae.    
Grading for 502/503: Your seminar may also be a component of your Independent Research (BIO502) or Internship (BIO503). In that case, your seminar will be graded on a letter (A, B, C, etc.) or numerical scale by the seminar committee, and these grades will be submitted to your Research/Internship supervisor. In addition, for BIO502 (Research), two committee members will read your paper and recommend a grade. They will grade your paper based on this RUBRIC – so make sure that you meet the expectations listed.  Also, make sure that you produce a paper that is written to the best of your ability.  We recommend that you consult this document, WRITING RESEARCH PAPERS IN BIOLOGY. Your supervisor will take these recommendations into consideration when assigning your grade for 502/503.  It is your responsibility to make sure that your faculty supervisor is present to hear your seminar.

Attendance:  Each enrolled student must attend at least 75% of the presentations offered in the semester to be eligible for the course grade of S.  The seminar which you present counts toward the 75% requirement.  In spring semester, presentations will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the 11:30 – 12:45 class period.  You may attend seminars given on both days, and there will be additional guest speakers who present seminars on other days and times.  While you are not required to attend the seminars that meet outside of the regularly scheduled class, and while they will not be included in the total number of seminars available, attendance at these presentations will be applied toward your attendance record.  Outside presentations that meet the requirement for BIO 075 will be announced as they are scheduled. If you arrive after a seminar has begun, you will be considered absent for that seminar.
Format of Seminars:  Your seminar will be timed (matching the requirements of a typical scientific meeting).  You have exactly 15 minutes, not including a question and answer period.  Most good seminar presentations use all or most of the allotted time to adequately cover their topic.  Use of visual aids (Powerpoint format) is required.  
Evaluation of Presentations:  Since one purpose of this course is to help students improve their ability to speak about science, it is essential that feedback be provided.  As such, you will be responsible for scheduling a practice session. The seminar practice session must be scheduled a minimum of 2 days (not counting weekends or holidays) before the final seminar presentation.  If you miss the practice session or fail to schedule it in a timely manner, your seminar will be cancelled and will be rescheduled for later only if dates are available. 

The primary purpose of this practice session is to help you polish your presentation and only secondarily will it be concerned with the content of your talk.  You and your faculty sponsor are responsible for ensuring that the content of your talk is appropriate. Therefore, your faculty supervisor should be at the practice seminar. Finally, your faculty sponsor must also be present for your seminar. If the faculty sponsor is not present at your seminar, the seminar will be cancelled and will be rescheduled for later only if a date is available. 

After the seminar committee and your faculty sponsor have met to discuss your work, you will need to have a short conference with your faculty sponsor.  This time will be used to discuss the good and not-so-good features of your talk and your paper, and the grade you will receive.
Scheduling Seminars:  After making a scheduling commitment, place a very high priority on keeping that commitment, and start working on the seminar immediately.  Seminars will be given on the days that they were originally scheduled.  Grades of “I” will not be given except in highly unusual circumstances.  You should not register for BIO-075 unless you are certain that you will complete all the requirements for the class in THIS term. 

Seminars will be scheduled early in the semester. Be prepared to provide the probable title of your seminar and preferred presentation date at second class meeting of the term.  Make sure that your instructor has a copy of your BIO-501, 502, or 503 agreement form (the departmental “contract”) on file.  If not, bring one to the second class meeting.  If you don’t have a copy of the form, you may be able to obtain a copy from your sponsor or from Ms. Craze in the bio office.  

BIO 502 Papers:  In preparing the paper, work closely with your sponsor and follow the guidelines of your BIO 502 Agreement.  

These papers must be typed and in standard scientific format.  This format is the one taught in BIO 22/222 - Research and Analysis.  Formatting of your paper must be done as described in the 4th edition of V.E. McMillan’s Writing Papers in the Biological Sciences, using the CSE name-year system for references. We strongly encourage you to also read “Writing Research Papers in Biology”. The document contains information on how to structure an experimental paper.  It also has important information on how to write that nasty results section, and how to cite references. If the student and faculty sponsor wish to use an alternative citation format from CSE, the details of the formatting scheme followed must be provided to the members of the seminar committee (e.g., the seminar committee must be supplied with the journal’s “Instructions to Authors”). Special attention should be paid to citations within the text and the literature cited section at the end of the paper.  Failure to use the proper format will result in a grade reduction.  You must give to your faculty sponsor and your seminar instructor a copy of the paper at least 2 days prior to your seminar, not including weekends or holidays.  Failure to submit the paper on time will result in a grade reduction.
Refreshments:  Since the seminars are scheduled to include noontime, feel free to bring your lunch with you to the seminar.  If you do, try to create as little distraction or background noise as possible.  
Special instructions for students who are not enrolled in 502 or 503:

Most Biology majors are required to have credit for research (BIO-502) or internship (BIO-503), but under unusual circumstances this requirement may be waived by the department chair.  Nevertheless, all students are required to complete BIO-075 with a grade of “S” in order to complete the biology major.  For students who are only completing the BIO 075 requirement, a paper is not required.  Of course, the student is still required to present a seminar and to complete the other requirements of BIO-075, including attendance, participation, curriculum vitae, and practice seminar.  To give a seminar of satisfactory quality, you must do a reasonable amount of background research.  It will not be satisfactory to derive all your information from the popular press, encyclopedias, word of mouth, or internet sites; more authoritative sources must be consulted.  After presenting your seminar, schedule a meeting with your seminar instructor for a brief and constructive critique of your presentation.
