Desegregation of Greenville County Public Schools

Shira Ratliff

[image: image1.png]



Grade: 5th grade
Objectives: 
· Students will understand the terms discrimination and segregation

· Students will understand the court case Brown v. Board of Education

· Students will learn about the “Little Rock Nine” and their role in the desegregation of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas

· Students will learn about Whittenberg’s role in the integration of Greenville County schools

· Students will learn about the initial results of total desegregation in Greenville County schools

Essential Question:

· What is discrimination?
· Why were schools segregated?
· Why were Greenville County schools integrated sixteen years after desegregation was ruled illegal?
SC Curriculum Standards
SC-SS-05.5.5.3- Explain the advancement of the civil rights movement in the United States, including key events and people: desegregation of the armed forces, Brown v. Board of Education, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X. (P, G, H)

Background Information

Brown v. Board of Education

In the early 1950's, racial segregation in public schools was normal across America.  All the schools in a given district were supposed to be equal, but most black schools were far more inferior to the white schools.  In Topeka, Kansas, a black third-grader named Linda Brown had to walk one mile through a railroad switchyard to get to her black elementary school, even though a white elementary school was only seven blocks away. Linda's father, Oliver Brown, tried to enroll her in the white elementary school, but the principal of the school refused.  Brown sued and his lawsuit went to the Supreme Court.  In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled segregated schools to be unconstitutional and required the desegregation of schools across America.

Little Rock Nine


Little Rock Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas decided to comply with the Supreme Court ruling and allowed nine black students to attend the school during the 1957-1958 school years.   They became known as the “Little Rock Nine.”  On September 4, 1957, nine black students (among 2,000 white students) integrated Central High School.  White parents, students, and community members were not happy about this and did everything they could to prevent the “Little Rock Nine” from entering the school.  President Eisenhower had to send federal troops to enforce integration and protect the nine students from rioting students and parents.  

A.J. Whittenberg


One day, A.J. Whittenberg attended a meeting at a whites-only school and noticed that the textbooks were new and current.  His daughter attended an all black school and her books worn and out of date.  Whittenberg believed his daughter should attend a white school that was down the street from their home instead of being bused pass it every day.  He and five other parents sued the Greenville County school district after it denied requests for their children to attend a white school.

Elaine Whittenberg’s struggles


Elaine began attending Greenville Junior High School (all white school) in 1964.  She received death threats and came home crying because the teachers were mean.  Her picture appeared in the newspaper, and shortly afterward her father got a letter in the mail from a Travelers Rest address.  Inside the letter was a picture of Elaine with a rope around her neck.  The letter read, “This is what will happen to her if she goes to a white school.”  The FBI had to be brought in to protect Elaine.

Results of Total Desegregation of Greenville Schools


In May of 1968, the South Carolina Supreme Court ruled an end to separate schools, requiring Greenville County to develop a plan by January of 1970.  On February 17, 1970, total desegregation took place in the School District of Greenville County.  The school board decided that each school needed to have a ratio of about 80 white students to 20 black students.  This was a big change for Greenville and it did not happen smoothly.  Below is a list of a few things that resulted from total integration in Greenville schools.

· Fights and riots broke out between white and black students.  Shots were fired, windows were broken, students were hit with bricks, and much more.  Police had to be brought in to break up fights and protests.  More than 300 students (black and white) were suspended and arrested during the first year of integration.

· Most black schools closed.  Three black high schools were closed and two others downgraded to junior-high schools.  The only schools still used as schools today are Bakers Chapel and Bryson elementary schools and Beck and Bryson middle schools.

· To meet the ratio of students at each school, about 24,000 children had to be bused to school daily.  Sixty percent of black students were reassigned to different schools and only ten percent of white students were transferred.  Black students had the greater burden of bussing.  By 1984, 88 percent of the children bused were black.

· Student leaders in the black schools lost their positions in the white schools.  Student athletes often did not qualify for the teams at their new schools.  Black principals and head coaches were forced to assistant positions.  

· Black students often felt like outcasts.  Sometimes they were still discriminated against in class and the teachers did not treat them the same as the white students.  
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Materials
· Two decks of cards that are different colors (ex. red and blue)

· Some type of treat to give students (ex. candy, snack)

· 1970 J. L. Mann High School Yearbook

· United Streaming Video- Civil Rights: The Long Road to Equality

· The clip titled ,“School Segregation: Brown v. Board of Education and the Little Rock Nine”

· Newspaper Articles

· Notebook for each student to respond

Procedures
Opening Activity

· The teacher will pass out the different colored cards making sure each student gets one.  The teacher needs to make sure that he/she passes out more of one color than the other (ex. blue).

· The teacher should not tell the students what the card is about and should allow students to trade cards if they want to.

· The teacher will now tell the students that have red cards (least number) to go sit in the back of the classroom and have the rest of the students with blue cards to come to the front.  

· The teacher will proceed to give the students in the front of the class some type of treat such as brownies, cookies, candy, etc. and not give the students in the back any.  The teacher will continue to give special treatment to the students in the front and basically ignore the students in the back of the classroom.

· After the students in the back start complaining for a little while the teacher will stop and ask the students what it felt like to be treated differently.  Students will discuss how this activity made them feel.

· The teacher will explain that this is discrimination (treating differently for a specific reason).    The teacher will continue to explain that even though slavery ended in 1865, African Americans were still treated differently because of their race.  Citizens did not approve of integrating African Americans into society as equals.

Brown v. Board of Education and the“Little Rock Nine”

· Ask students if they knew that black children and white children went to different schools in the mid 1900s.    Let them know that this was because of segregation (separation by race).  Black students had their own schools and white students had their schools.  Even though these schools were separate, they were supposed to be equal.
· Ask students if any of them have heard of Brown vs. Board of Education or the “Little Rock Nine.”  Explain how the court case Brown vs. Board of Education ruled segregation in schools to be illegal.  Briefly mention the students of “The Little Rock Nine” and how they integrated Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957.  Ask students if they have any predictions on how their first day at Central High School went. 
· Show the clip from the United Streaming video about Brown vs. Board and the Little Rock Nine.  This will give students a better understanding of the case and the “Little Rock Nine’s” experience.  Students will be able to see if their predictions were correct.  
· Ask students questions to spark discussion about the video.  Possible questions could include:
· What impact did the Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of Education have on life in the United States?
· How did the students of Little Rock Central High respond to the nine black students that entered their school?
· How do you think the “Little Rock Nine” students felt while being at Central High?
· Do you think you would be able to be in their position?
Have students write their responses in a notebook and then share with the class.
· Show students the picture of one of the “Little Rock Nine” students amongst a crowd of Central High School Students.  
· Ask students, what appears to be happening in this picture?  Have students write their responses in their notebook and then share.
· After a few comments, explain what is happening.  This is one of the students from the “Little Rock Nine.”  She did not receive the message about meeting with the other students; therefore, she tried to enter the school by herself.  She was all alone amongst a crowd of hostile, teasing students.  Her attempt to enter the school was too much and she just gave up and sat down at a bus stop while still being harassed by students.  
· Ask students how they think she felt at the time this picture was taken.
Desegregation of Greenville County Schools

· Give students information about A.J Whittenberg and the role he had in the integration of public schools in Greenville.  Refer to background information.  Allow students time to comment and respond to the information.  (Encourage students to make a connection to Brown v. Board of Education).
· Tell the class about the struggles Elaine Whittenberg had being the first black student to attend Greenville Junior High School.  Make sure to read the letter A.J. Whittenberg received from Travelers Rest.  
· Next, have students react to this information by writing a journal entry from either the perspective of Elaine or A.J. Whittenberg.  They should write this in their notebooks.  Inform students that they will edit and type a final draft on the computer.  
· For Elaine, students could write about how she feels going to school every day, what makes her upset, what she wishes were different, etc.  For A.J, students could write about why he sued, how he feels while his daughter is at school, how the letter made him feel, etc. 
· Stress the fact that due to Brown v. Board of Education, separate schools were ruled illegal in 1954 and the “Little Rock Nine” integrated Central High School in 1957.  A. J.  Whittenberg’s case was filed in 1963.  However, Greenville County schools were still segregated until 1970!  This was seven years after the Whittenberg case and 16 years after the Supreme Court ruling of Brown v. Board!
· On February 17, 1970, Greenville Schools were officially desegregated.  This is in the middle of the school year.  Tell students that you have a 1970 yearbook from J.L. Mann High School.  This would be a good time to pass around the yearbook so students could investigate it.  You can even mark the pages that specifically talk about desegregation so the students can see them.  Ask the class how they think students reacted to this change in the middle of their school year.

· Next, separate the class into about four groups and give each group a newspaper article about the desegregation of Greenville schools.  Have each group read through the article and write down some of the results and reactions of desegregating schools in Greenville.  (Refer to the background information for possible answers). 

· Now have the two groups with the same article to share with the class what they discovered and the other two groups with the same article share what they discovered.

· Ask students to relate what they learned about the desegregation of Greenville schools to Brown v. Board of Education and the integration of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.  Students can compare the similarities and differences and record them in their notebook.  (Students could make a Venn Diagram in their notebook).

· At this point the students are very knowledgeable about desegregation of Greenville County schools.  Now have students do either the “3,2,1” or “Give Me Five” activity. 

· After all of the lessons are complete, the teacher could display the students perspective journal entries and their “3,2,1” and “Give Me Five” activities.  

Cross-Curricular Activities 

Oral History

Someone who attended middle or high school in Greenville County during 1970 could come and speak to the class about their experience being in school during the years of desegregation.

Research 

Students can do research to find information about the black schools that used to exist in Greenville county.  They can find out which schools closed and when.   They can also find which originally black schools are still open today.  Students should research the affect these schools had on the black community during that time and see if any of these schools are commemorated in Greenville.  There is a monument in downtown Greenville that commemorates Sterling High School.
Language Arts

During the lessons, students are writing responses and reflecting in their notebook.  They also write a letter from the perspective of Elaine or A.J. Whittenberg.  This assignment allows them to write a draft, edit, and compose a final draft.  These are all key elements to the writing cycle.  

Informal Assessment:

Throughout the lessons the teacher will make observations on students’ participation.  This includes discussions, group work, and notebook entries.  The teacher will also informally observe what students are writing in their notebooks to see if they understand the material.

Formal Assessment:

For a social studies grade, the students will compose a mini portfolio to be graded by a rubric.  This includes: notebook entries, “3,2,1” or “Give Me Five” activity, and the final draft of their perspective journal entry.  The journal entry could also be graded separately as a language arts grade.  

	
	3 pts.
	2 pts. 
	1pt.

	Perspective Journal Entry
	The writer provides accurate and detailed historical information.

The writer has few or no grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors.

The writer’s voice is obvious and maintains the interest of the reader
	The writer provides adequate historical information
The writer makes a few grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors.
The writer’s voice is clear.
	The writer provides little to no historical information.
The writer makes several grammar, spelling, and/or punctuation errors.
There is little evidence of the writer’s voice.

	Notebook Entries
	The student responds in detail to every discussion question.
	The student responds in some detail to a majority but not all of the discussion questions.
	The student responds in little to no detail to very little or none of the discussion questions.

	“3, 2, 1” or “Give Me Five” Activity
	The student accurately completes the entire activity.

The student provides detailed and accurate information.
	The student accurately completed only some of the activity.

The student provides adequate information.
	The student completed very little to none of the activity.

The student provides no accurate information.

	Participation
	The student actively engaged in all classroom discussions and activities.
	The student moderately engaged in classroom discussions and activities.
	The student engaged very little or not at all in classroom discussions and activities.


Little Rock Nine Photograph


3,2,1!
You have learned a lot about the racial integration of schools in Greenville County.  Out of all the knowledge you have gained today, write three things you have learned, two things you learned that surprised you, and one thing you can do with the information you have learned.

I learned 


I learned 


I leaned
 



I was surprised 





I was surprised


I can use this information to  

Give Me Five!

Trace your hand on the space below and write five things you have learned about the desegregation of Greenville County Schools.  Write one fact in each finger.
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