The Textile Industry in Greenville, 3rd grade
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By Catherine Tucker

Objectives:
   One of the most important factors in the growth of Greenville and the Upcountry was the textile industry. After the Civil War, the textile industry became increasingly important in the Greenville area. Numerous factories, as well as housing for factory workers, were built. Greenville served as the site for numerous textile expositions, thus earning the title "Textile Center of the South," and eventually, "Textile Capitol of the World."
   This lesson is designed to help deepen 3rd grade students' understanding of what the textile industry is and how it became so important to Greenville's development. The lesson uses a newspaper clipping from 1958 that shows a crowd of people at the 20th annual Southern Textile Exposition at Greenville's Textile Hall to engage students' interest in the lesson. The lesson is divided over three days. On the first day, students will learn about the basic history of the textile mills and how they became so important to Greenville's economy. On the second day, students will learn about the lives of the numerous workers in the textile mills as a way of building historical empathy and understanding multiple perspectives on an issue. On the third day, students will synthesize and communicate with they have learned by working in groups to design an imaginary mill of their own.
Essential Question:

What is a textile mill, and how did the mills impact the people of Greenville and the Upstate?
SC Curriculum Standards:

SC-SS-05.3.4.1: Compare the conditions of daily life for various classes of people in South Carolina, including the elite, the middle class, the lower class, the independent farmers, and the free and the enslaved African Americans. (H, E)

SC-SS-05.3.5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the major developments in South Carolina in the late nineteenth century and the twentieth century.

SC-SS-05.3.5.1: Summarize developments in industry and technology in South Carolina in the late nineteenth century and the twentieth century, including the rise of the textile industry, the expansion of the railroad, and the growth of the towns. (H, G, E)

SC-SS-05.3.5.3: Summarize the changes in South Carolina’s economy in the twentieth century, including the rise and fall of the cotton/textile markets and the development of tourism and other industries. (E, H)

Background Information:
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 center of the world. Charleston: History Press.

The Upstate was originally a faming region, but the textile industry took off after the Civil War. Vardry McBee, considered the “father of Greenville,” opened the first mill before the Civil War, setting the stage for the textile boom that began in the 1880s. The first Southern Textile Exposition was held in 1915, and an exposition hall was built to accommodate this event. The STA symbolized the center of the textile industry shifting from New England to the South. Greenville continued to serve as an important location for textile mill innovations until the 1970s, when foreign competition became too great and labor began to be outsourced to other countries.
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Most of the mill workers in Greenville came from surrounding farms in search of better work in the increasingly industrialized post-Civil War era. Life in the mill villages, where almost all workers lived, was quite a change from life on the farms. However, living in such close quarters helped foster a sense of community in the villages. Mill workers didn’t make much money, and even children often had to work to provide enough money for their families, but the community acted as a constant sense of support, including churches, sewing clubs, and even baseball and basketball teams. 
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This book chronicles mill life in South Carolina from the textile industry’s beginnings before the Civil War to changing textile industry of the 21st century. In the early years of the mills, young children often had to work dangerous jobs. A series of child labor laws were passed in the early 1900s but were never really enforced before the 1930s. Women also provided much of the labor in the mills, often working while pregnant or with small children at home. Even after child labor laws, children often had to leave school so they could care for their younger siblings. However, the mill village served as a support system for these families, providing a number of recreation activities and camaraderie that made the long work hours bearable. As the years went by, more children attend school, and the mills also began to integrate.    
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 Materials:

-Newspaper clipping from 1958 showing textile executives at a textile exposition in Greenville

-Cloth scrap (to show students an example of what the textile mills produced)

-Attached PowerPoint presentation covering the basic history of the Greenville mills
-Attached Family Life handout (one copy for each student) 

-Individual student journals

-Art supplies (poster board, markers, crayons, rulers, etc.) for "Create Your Own Mill" activity
Instruction:
DAY ONE- What are textile mills, and why were they so important in Greenville?
-Pass around the 1958 newspaper clipping and explain that this clip shows important people in textile mills who met in Greenville to talk about what was going on in the mills. Ask the students what they think a textile mill is, and write down their answers on the board.

-Using a PowerPoint presentation, explain that textile mills spun cotton and were very important to Greenville, especially in the early to mid 1900s. Pass around the cloth scrap to give students an idea of what kind of goods were made in the mills.

-Talk with students about Greenville's status as the "Textile Capitol"- have they seen any remnants of the textile mills in their experiences living in Greenville? (This conversation can be interwoven into the PowerPoint presentation.)

-Students will now write an entry in their writer's journals about what they learned today. Why do they think textile mills became so important in Greenville? Have they seen any remnants of Greenville's textile mill past when they've been downtown?

DAY TWO- Who worked in the mills, and what were their lives like?
-Remind the students of the newspaper clipping and cloth scrap they saw yesterday. We learned about the materials the mills made and how Greenville became a big area for textile mills. But who actually made all of that cloth? Today the class will explore the lives of the mill workers.

-Play two audio clips of former mill workers from the "Like a Family" site:  Grover Hardin talking about leaving school to work in the mills and Mary Thompson discussing the family atmosphere in the mill village. (http://ibiblio.org/sohp/laf/factoryinterviews.html) Ask for the students' responses to the clips. The "Like a Family" site also has several pictures of people in the mills that might enhance students' understanding of the topic. (http://ibiblio.org/sohp/laf/factoryimages.html)

-Students will divide into groups to read a short handout on family life in the mill villages. Divide the class into preselected groups of 4 students each and pass out copies of the attached handout (one copy for each student). Encourage each group to discuss and think about what they are reading and how they would feel about having that kind of life.

-Students will now respond to what they have learned about life in a mill village through a journal entry told from the point of view of a mill worker or a child growing up in the mill village. Students may include art work in their entry, if they so desire!

  DAY THREE- Creative application of what we've learned about textile mills! 
"Create Your Own Mill" project
 -Bring out the newspaper clipping and cloth scrap. Ask students what they have learned over the past 2 days, helping elicit responses if needed.

-Students will now show what they've learned about textile mills by creating their own mill in small groups! The students will act as mill owners, deciding what materials their mill will produce, what the mill will look like, and what the workers’ jobs will be/where they are housed/etc. Remind the students of the rough conditions in some of the mills- as owners, would they really want their workers to live like that? Each group will draw a picture of its mill on a piece of poster board and decorate the poster board with other relevant information about their mill. This is a time for students' creative talents to shine!

-Divide the students into pre-selected groups of 4 students each. Distribute one piece of poster board to each group, and place the rest of the art supplies in a central location.

-Allow the groups about 30 minutes to design their mill and present their ideas on the poster board. (If students are not finished after 30 minutes, they can return to the project at the end of the day.) Each group will share their mill with the rest of the class.

Assessment:

Informal:  Throughout the lesson, the teacher will provide opportunities for students to answer questions and ask questions of their own. During the journaling time in Day One and Day Two, he/she will circulate around the room and make sure students are staying on task and understand the assignment. On Day Three, the teacher will circulate around the room as students work in their "Create Your Own Mill" groups. This provides an opportunity to make sure each group understands the assignment and that ALL members of the group are on task.

Formal:
The teacher may use the attached checklist (the last page in the packet) to assess student behavior and productivity during Day One and Day Two.
“Create Your Own Mill” Rubric:

	
	3 pts.
	2 pts.
	1 pt.

	Poster contains basic info. about the mill
	The poster has a detailed description of the mill, its product, and workers’ living arrangements. Includes organized, coherent main ideas and supporting details.
	The poster contains an adequate description of the mill, its product, and living arrangements for the workers. The description includes main ideas but doesn’t have many supporting details.
	The poster does not contain relevant information about the mill. Content is either incoherent of irrelevant to the topic of mills.

	ALL group members contribute to the poster
	Every group member is equally involved in creating the poster. The group members communicate well and complete the poster in a timely manner.
	Most of the group members are equally involved in creating the poster. However, one or more group members end up doing a larger portion of the work than other members.
	Only one or two people in the group are actively involved in creating the poster. Group members do not effectively communicate and progress is slowed by lack of cooperation.

	.Poster creatively displays facts about the mill
	The poster uses a variety of mediums (art, writing, etc.)
	The poster uses one main medium (writing, art, etc.)
	The poster does not include relevant facts abut the mill.


Cross-Curricular Activities:

ELA:    Day One and Day Two end with a time of journaling and reflection. Day Two's entry focuses on the development of empathy and expressing emotions that people living in a different time might have felt. Day Three's "Create Your Own Mill" project integrates group-based writing.

Technology:   PowerPoint is used on Day One. This gives students the chance to see how today's technology can help us better learn about the past. "Create Your Own Mill" encourages students to think about different technologies (real or imaginary) that they might use in their mill.

Art:   Students have the opportunity to add artwork to their journal entries, if they so desire. In "Create Your Own Mill," students will use art to communicate information about their mills.
 

