Library Research Assignment
PSY 22 - Pontari  - Spring 2003

What you should gain from today’s library session:

· What PsycInfo is (how/where to find database)

· How to search PsycInfo to find research and information

Particularly how to do keyword searches




How to narrow your search




How to broaden your search

· Practice using PsycInfo 


Become familiar with the many features of PsycInfo that make your searches more fruitful

· After finding references from PsycInfo, how to locate those references



In the library



On the internet



Through interlibrary Loan

Overview and Purpose of Library Session:

The purpose of today’s session in the library is to become familiar with using the PsycInfo database.  Through this reference tool, you can find journal articles, book chapters, and books about any psychological topic.  You will use PsycInfo for any paper you write in psychology classes (and possibly some other classes).  One way that researchers get ideas for studies is to do a search on topics related to their area of interest.  Also, when people write-up their research for publication, for the introduction section of their paper, they must make sure they reference all of the critical background literature.  PsychInfo helps you find this information.  

Today, you will learn how to locate journal articles, book chapters, books, and texts.  One of the more important skills you should gain is how to do effective keyword searching (i.e., how to narrow or enlarge your search to find relevant background research).  You will also learn how to find the articles in Furman’s Library, or through on-line databases, or order them their interlibrary loan.

When writing-up your paper for the rat project, your paper will include an introduction section.  This introduction, as we discussed in class, will involve reviewing previous research conducted on relevant topics (e.g., conditioning, stimulus control, contiguity theory, contingency theory).  In addition to the references we have provided for you, you will need to find two additional references to include in your paper.  Note that these references can be incorporated into the introduction and discussion sections of your paper.

Therefore, after you have learned the basics of PsycInfo:

· Practice using it by searching for articles for your rat paper

· Become savvy in reading abstracts to determine what articles may be relevant (or irrelevant) to your 

paper.

· Locate the articles you think you might incorporate into your paper.



Find them in the library.  Read them.  See if they will be a useful addition to your paper.



Order them from interlibrary loan (although keep in mind - at this point, you may not get them 

back in time to use for your paper).

· Complete the assignment described below.

Note:   There are differences in the types of information the sources you locate on PsycInfo provide:

Journal Articles provide excellent detailed information about recent research (and of course classic research). These are peer-reviewed, professional journals that present original research and reviews. To locate journal articles, use PsycInfo.  

There are two major types of journal articles:  reviews and research articles.  

Reviews:

Excellent reviews of a research area appear in Annual Review of Psychology, Psychological Bulletin, and Psychological Review. These are essentially large term-papers written by eminent scholars. Reviews summarize the important research on a topic and often provide critiques of various approaches and theories. Therefore, they are an excellent source for findings more references about a topic.  

Research (Empirical) Articles:  

Research articles (like those found in journal articles), on the other hand, present an experiment or other specific study that addresses a small number of hypotheses.  These are useful when providing examples of research that relates to your topic (in the introduction of your paper), or useful in learning about methods to  

Books and texts are good sources for general overviews of topics. They are also a good way to find other, more detailed sources.  However, because of the publication lag, they usually do not contain the most recent research in an area. You can also use ALCUIN to locate book and text resources. PsycInfo will also provide information on professional books that is, books written by researchers about research. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The assignment

 (1) Conduct a literature search to find research relevant to your rat project that you could incorporate into your paper.  NOTE:  THE IMPORTANT PART TO DECIDE HERE - IS THIS RESEARCH RELEVANT TO YOUR PAPER?  I recommend focusing on empirical articles.

(2) Identify five references that have been published that you think you could incorporate into your paper. 

(3) Type the five references in APA format.  

(4) Locate the references in the Furman Library (or order them from interlibrary loan).  

(5) Read the references you have found.  

(6) Pick one reference that you think you can incorporate into your paper.  Copy the first page this reference.  Write a paragraph or a few sentences that represent how you might incorporate the results of the article into your paper (in other words, how might you review the reference in your introduction?).

(7) Please turn in:  

- a typed reference list (APA format)

- a photocopy of the first page of the article

- paragraph that indicates how you would review the article in your paper.

(Keep in mind you will need two new references for your paper).
