Hourglass Illustration of Psychological Research Papers

(APA style and format)

Overall:

- Broad/General to more specific to Broad/General again

- Start with “big picture” and implications - end with “big picture” and implications

- Specifics and details of research go between

INTRODUCTION:

First paragraph:  What’s the issue?  Why do we care? Very general.

     Following paragraphs:  Literature review.

     Explain important concepts and theory relevant to your research.

     Review previous research that pertains to your study/ From general to specific:


Should be a logical argument - that tells a story & makes clear why you are stating your hypothesis.


When reviewing research - don’t give too many details.

Only include relevant details from other studies, SUMMARIZE RESEARCH.



Keep narrowing down issues, research (Example):



Discuss variable/concept/theory a



Discuss variable/concept/theory b  (These could represent two IV’s, an IV and DV)




Discuss how previous research indicates they are related, how they contradict




Or, what other concepts/factors relate the two variables.




Or- if the above has not been indicated in research, why you think they are related.





Discuss why/how your research offers new perspective.





(What is missing from existing literature?)





Integrate the research you have reviewed






Give brief details of how you will test hypothesis






(What will be the IV, DV, etc.)






State hypothesis - specifics






METHOD:






Participants, Apparatus or Materials (sometimes), Procedure, Design (sometimes)






Who are participants, what are they doing?






Specifics & enough details so another research could replicate your study






RESULTS:






Describe data. What did you find?






Were the dependent variables related to/or influenced by the independent variable?





 
Discuss major findings, then less crucial findings






Report specific statistics, refer to tables and figures




Discussion:




Interpretation of results.




Did the results support your hypothesis?



What conclusions can you draw from your study?


How do your findings relate to the research you reviewed in the intro (& other research in the field)?


Put your results in context with the broader field.

          What are some of the limitations of your study?  

           Problems/issues in method that could account for your results?  

           Problems in methods that may qualify your conclusions?

           Issues to consider in logic of your study?  

           Anything we should know about the conclusions you are making?

       What are future directions to consider from your research?  Unanswered questions?  Improvements?  

        Variables to address that are important?  Underlying processes?

What are the BROAD, real world implications and applications.  Why should we care?  (like first paragraph of intro).

Note:  This outline applies to empirical papers (studies with data collection) and not literature reviews (i.e. what you would find in Psychological Bulletin or Psychological Review).

