Writing Psychologically

Article Review Assignment
PSY 22 -  Pontari -  Spring  2003

Read the Witvliet, Ludwig, & VanderLaan (2001) paper.

Keep in mind you are reading more for the organization and type of writing, rather than the content or topic of the paper.

Notice as you are reading:

- The different sections of the paper (Intro, Method, Results, Discussion), and how they form an 

   hourglass structure (general → specific → general).

- The type of writing (scientific writing - what it sounds like, what it looks like, words and 

   phrasing used).  

- How previous research is referenced or cited (and what types of statements require citations).
- Identify transition sentences and conclusion sentences.

- Identify the hypothesis.

Paraphrasing:

One of the writing skills you must gain is PARAPHRASING other scholar’s research.  You need to summarize other people’s research in YOUR OWN WORDS.  Otherwise, if you use wording in your paper that is close to the original research, you are plagiarizing (which is a form of academic dishonesty).

Paraphrase the following sentence of the paper:
“The physiology of forgiveness and unforgiveness is uncharted territory for empirical study, despite theoretical explorations of possible health costs of unforgiveness and health benefits of forgiveness.” 

To further practice summarizing (and paraphrasing) previous research:

Imagine you are writing a paper about forgiveness and grudges.  In your literature review you discuss the results of the study.  Provide an example of how you might summarize the results from their research (in a few sentences or paragraph).

“Citations in text” practice:

Using the article, provide an example of an in-text citation for when you cite a reference at the end of a sentence (in parentheses) and an example for when you cite a reference by mentioning the researchers’ name in the sentence.

Note:  If there are words or symbols in the article that you do not understand, please indicate them at the end of your assignment.  Some of the statistical symbols and terms can be found in the APA manual. 

For this assignment, please turn in:

- An hourglass diagram of the paper (brief and concise; a phrase or sentence for a paragraph or 

   section of the paper will suffice).

- 2 examples (each) of transition and conclusion sentences (stated as they are in the paper). 

- The hypothesis (hypotheses) for the study (stated as they are in the paper).

- Your paraphrased example of the sentence above.

- The summary of the results that you would incorporate into the introduction of a paper.

- Two sentences with citation examples.

- List of any symbols, words, etc. (both articles) that are unfamiliar or confusing to you.
