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Spring 2003                                              Research Paper Instructions #3
Format of your paper:  APA STYLE

- Use 12-point, typically used font (Times New Roman), NOT bolded (anywhere in paper)

- 1-inch margins on ALL pages

- Double spacing for entire paper.

- Header on each page that should be first two or three words of your title, along with page number.  

   (See attached Title Page for an example).

- Title Page:  See attached example.

- Text should be continuous between introduction, method, and conclusion sections (no page breaks).

Your paper should include:

Title Page: 1st page of paper

Introduction: starts on second page of paper with title of paper centered 

Method: flows directly after introduction section, with Method centered.  FUTURE TENSE.


Participants and Procedure subsections should be indicated in italics

Conclusions:  flows directly after the method section with Conclusions centered.

References: start new page after Conclusions (Must follow APA format)

Notes on References:

Only research that you cite in your paper is included in the reference section. In other words, if you read an article but did not cite it in your paper, you DO NOT include it in the reference section.

DO NOT CITE YOUR MYERS TEXT AS A REFERENCE - FIND AN ARTICLE TO CITE INSTEAD.

When you cite research in your paper, use APA style:

Schlenker (1980) conducted research that examined the effects of accountability on social loafing.

Accountability reduces social loafing (Schlenker, 1999).

Several researchers investigated the impact of accountability on social loafing (Adams, 1987; Davis, 

1998; Jones & Locus, 1987; Zebor, Klein, & Miller, 2000)  **(notice these are in alphabetical order).

Note:  When a reference has more than two authors, after you cite that reference ONCE, you use et al..

Zebor et al. (2000) documented that people do not social loaf when they are accountable.

General Writing Tips: 

- scientific writing (straightforward, not flowery, but not too casual).

          
- avoid first person (do not say I think, feel)

- use active voice (i.e., the participants were given a survey vs. the participants completed a survey)


- use gender neutral language (use people, individuals - avoid overuse of he or she)

- watch run-on sentences

- watch noun - verb agreement (singular/plural)

- catch phrases to use:


you’ve described a behavior and need to show research evidence or, you’ve discussed previous 


research, need to provide everyday example


        “that is, for example, specifically”


you’ve discussed one group of studies or findings, need to talk about opposing view


         “conversely, whereas, in addition”


avoid “did a study”, use “investigated, conducted, researched, assessed”


when making transitions - if your integration may involve speculation, state things tentatively, 


        “Therefore, this may suggest...., Considering the previous research in these two areas…”
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