Psy 24

Pontari

Spring 2003

Research Proposal - Library Exercise


As you know, one of your major assignments in PSY 24 is a research proposal.  Keep in mind the purpose of this paper is for you to demonstrate that you can think and problem solve like a social psychologist. Your research proposal will involve coming up with a unique research question or hypothesis as well as a way to test that question or hypothesis. 


Your final research proposal will be roughly 12-15 pages.  It will look and sound like the first two sections of a research article published by social psychologists in a professional journal (i.e., the introduction and method sections).  The first part of your paper (the introduction) involves reviewing and describing research that applies to the question or hypothesis you are proposing (the social psychological concepts and theories relate to your idea).  This includes some of the background information about your topic, as well as any research that clarifies why are you asking your research question or stating your hypothesis.  The second part of your paper (the method) involves providing a possible way to test your hypothesis, including detailed information about the participants and procedure.  You will also include a brief conclusions section.

At this point, you should have received feedback about your topic, or met with me to discuss possible topics.  If you did, you will have an idea of where to start with your search for resources.


To find information that relates to the topic you think you will write your paper on, you will use a database called PsycInfo.  If you are unsure how to use PsycInfo, please see me ASAP.

The introduction of your research proposal should primarily include references from Social Psychological journals such as (these are just a FEW examples):  

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology
Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin
Psychological Bulletin

Journal of Experimental Social Psychology
Personality and Social Psychology Review
Psychological Review

Journal of Applied Social Psychology

Journal of Personality

Note:  Furman’s Library has all of these journals, but there are many many more to use as resources for your paper.  You can also use articles from journals from other areas of psychology such as clinical and counseling psychology, and even journals from areas outside of psychology (e.g., sociology, education, and communications).  Books and book chapters are okay to use, but you should have some references that come from professional psychological journals (i.e., not Time, Cosmo, etc.).  You should not cite your Myers text as a source.

Assignment

1.  Familiarize yourself (or re-familiarize yourself) with using PsycInfo and other library resources (full-text articles on-line, PsycArticles, Interlibrary Loan).

2.  Narrow your topic.  Although many of you may have a good idea of what your research proposal topic will be, keep in mind you will eventually need to come up with a specific question or hypothesis.  Therefore, you should to start to narrow down exactly what specific area of that topic you want to research.  This involves reading up on your topic, and determining what research and conclusions have already been made about your topic.

While searching PsycInfo for research that applies to your topic:
1.  Search with different keywords.  Use the abstracts you find as guides to find keywords and to think about the specific angle you would like to pursue for your topic.

2.  Find 5 recent (dated from 1996-2002) references that directly apply to your topic.  Make a list of those references in APA format (see examples below).  The references should be from psychological journals– not popular magazines like Time.

3.  Locate one article from a psychological journal that applies to your topic that the library owns.  Read that article; notice the style of writing and format - you will aim for this in your paper. 

4.  Provide a paragraph summary (or short outline) of the research you have located thus far about your topic.  Indicate the direction in which you think your research proposal is headed, or possible research questions you will pursue.

5.  Turn in your list of references in APA format (shown below) and your summary paragraph (or outline) on or before April 10.

Examples of References cited in APA style
(Your list of 5 references that you turn in should be typed in this format.  References for your final paper will also be in this format.)

Journal article:

Rhodewalt, F., & Fairfield, M. (1991).  Claimed self-handicaps and the self-handicapper: The relation of reduction in intended effort to performance.  Journal of Research in Personality, 25, 402-417.


(Note:  You do not include the issue number - only the volume number of the journal - which in this case is 25).

Book:

Schlenker, B. R.  (1980).  Impression management: The self-concept, social identity, and interpersonal relations.  Monterey, CA: Brooks-Cole.


(Note:  The FIRST word of the book title is the only one capitalized).
Chapter in an edited book:

Leary, M. R., Bednarski, R., Hammon, D., & Duncan, T. (1997).  Blowhards, snobs, and narcissists:  Interpersonal reaction to excessive narcissism.  In R. M. Kowalski (Ed.), Aversive interpersonal behaviors (pp. 111-131).  New York: Plenum Press.

