Lesson Plan

Teeka Holtzclaw

A Girl Named Disaster by Nancy Farmer

Overview

This lesson is intended to help students experience reading for information as well as reading as a personal, emotional experience.  Students will work as a whole class and with partners to explore the main character Nhamo as she struggles to survive in her extended family and on her many travels alone.  Geographic, economic, cultural, religious, ethnic, and personal connections can be made.  

Student Objectives

            Students will:

-share personal connections to the story and characters

-compare and contrast aspects of African culture with their own culture and beliefs

-create a K-W-L chart

-make predictions about the story and develop questions about what they are interested in 

  learning

Instructional Plan:

Pre-Reading

1. Introduce the book A Girl Named Disaster and tell students that this story is about a young girl who travels from Mozambique to Zimbabwe on her own.

2. Ask students to predict what kinds of things might happen to this girl on her way to Zimbabwe.  Record on Predictions Log.  Based on the title of the story, students can predict what kinds of “disasters” might happen to her along the way.

3. Using a K-W-L chart, ask students what they already know about the countries, geography, people, and customs of Africa.  Use a World Atlas to look at a map of Africa.  Locate Zimbabwe and Mozambique.  Record the things that students already know about Africa in the K column.  

4. Ask students what they want to know about Africa, specifically about its countries, geography, people, and customs.  Also ask students what they would like to know about the main character, Nhamo.  Record questions in the W column of the chart.

During Reading

1. As they are reading, students can add to their K-W-L chart.  

2. Students will find out that Nhamo lives in an extended family, in a tribal-like community with a very different belief system than the one that they have.  Discuss students’ beliefs and how they are the same and different from the characters in the story.  

After Reading 

1. Calculate how far Nhamo traveled and map out her journey from Mozambique to 

Zimbabwe.

2. Create a Venn Diagram describing how you are similar and different from 

Nhamo.

3. Visit the following websites to find more information on Zimbabwe and 

Mozambique:

www.interknowledge.com/zimbabwe
www.geographia.com
www.africanonline.com
4. Choose one aspect of African life (geography, animals, food, family traditions, or 

medicine).  Research your area of interest as Nhamo experiences it.  Create an 

artistic collage using pictures or drawings that explains African life as depicted

in the novel.  

Assessment

1. Were your students able to develop relevant  responses on their K-W-L chart?  Examine their charts for proof of this assessment.

2. According to each students’ Venn Diagram, were they able to make personal and cultural connections to the book?

