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Winter 2004

Instructor: 


George B. Lipscomb

Office: 


101-I Hipp Hall

Phone: 


294-3397(office) or 834-5678 (home)

E-mail: 


george.lipscomb@furman.edu

Class Web Page: 

http://facweb.furman.edu/~glipscomb/msmethods.html
Class Times/ Location: 
T,TH 5:45-8:15; Hipp Hall 205 (Except for Jan. 29 and Feb. 19  in Modular 5)

Office Hours: 

by appointment

VISION STATEMENT

The Teacher Education Program at Furman University prepares educators who are scholars and leaders.
MISSION OF THE PROGRAM

Furman University prepares teachers and administrators to be scholars and leaders who use effective pedagogy, reflect critically on the practice of teaching, promote human dignity, and exemplify ethical and democratic principles in their practice.  Furman is committed to a program of teacher education that calls for collaborative, interdependent efforts throughout the academic learning community. 

The teacher education program is anchored in the university’s commitment to the liberal arts—encompassing the humanities, fine arts, mathematics, and social and natural sciences as the essential foundation for developing intellectually competent educators.  Furthermore, candidates develop professional content knowledge, pedagogical skills, and dispositions through:
•
Mastery of subject matter

•
Understanding of philosophical, historical, and sociological foundations of education

•
Understanding of human development and its implications for learning

•
Understanding of social/cultural relationships

•
Understanding the interrelationship of curriculum, instruction, and assessment

•
Practice of critical inquiry and reflection on teaching and learning

•
Opportunities for leadership development

•
Opportunities to study and practice effective communication

•
Collaboration with peers and others

REQUIRED TEXTS

Stern, B.S. (2002). Social studies: Standards, meaning and understanding. Larchmont, NY: Eye on Education.

SELECTED ADDITIONAL READINGS 

Braun, J.A. Jr. (1999). Ten ways to integrate technology into middle school social studies.  The Clearing House, 72 (6), 345-351.

Dodge, B. (1995). Some thoughts about WebQuests.  Available: http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec596/about_webquests.html, January 5, 2004.

Evans, R.W. (2004). The social studies wars: What should we teach the children? New York, NY: Teachers College Press.

Lipscomb, G. B. (2002). Eighth graders' impressions of the civil war: Using technology in the history classroom. Education, Communication, & Information, 2(1), 51-67.

Lipscomb, G. B. (2003). "I guess it was pretty fun": Using WebQuests in the middle school classroom. The Clearing House, 76(3), 152-155.
March, T. (1998). Why WebQuests? An Introduction.  Available: http://ozline.com/webquests/intro.html, January 5, 2004.

Molebash, P.E. & Dodge, B. (2003). Kickstarting inquiry with WebQuests and web inquiry projects. Social Education, 67(3), 158-163.

NCSS. (1994). Expectations of excellence: Curriculum standards for the social studies. Washington, D.C.: NCSS.

South Carolina State Board of Education. South Carolina Social Studies Curriculum Standards. Available: http://www.myscschools.com/offices/cso/Social_Studies/standards/soc_stud_standards.htm. January 5, 2004.

VanSledright, B.A. (1997). Can More Be Less?: The Depth-Breadth Dilemma in Teaching American History.  Social Education 61(1), 38-41.

Watson, K. L. (1999). WebQuests in the middle school curriculum: Promoting technological literacy in the classroom. Meridian. Retrieved January 5, 2004, from http://www.ncsu.edu/meridian/jul99/webquest/index.html.

(Will add others as the course progresses- see web page for updates)

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course focuses on methodology and best practices for teaching social studies to young adolescents.  Participants will explore the increasing diversity within the social studies classroom and discuss strategies for enhancing the effectiveness of instruction.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES/ FURMAN CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWOR/NMSA/ NCSS STANDARDS MATRIX

1. Students will probe how who they are and what they believe impact how they teach social studies.

2. Students will examine the nature of the social studies and how different approaches may impact middle level students.

3. Students will explore various dimensions of adolescent development and investigate differing classroom approaches that attempt to meet the needs of adolescent learners.

4. Students will seek to understand the existing socio-cultural influences on teaching and examine how this context influences the social studies curriculum.
5. Students will identify existing student understandings and adapt social studies instruction for students of differing developmental levels, and/ or learning styles accordingly.

6. Students will recognize the interdisciplinary nature of the social studies and examine ways that integration can occur in the classroom, particularly with technology.

	Course Objectives
	NMSA
	NCSS
	CF
	COURSE OUTCOMES

	1. Students will probe how who they are and what they believe impact how they teach social studies.


	•Understand their role as middle level education professionals.
	IV. Individual Development and Identity
	•Reflect critically and consistently on their own attitudes and actions

•Exemplify passionate commitment to teaching and continuous learning

•Commit to educational renewal through active professional involvement
	Presentations, exam

	2. Students will examine the nature of the social studies and how different approaches may impact middle level students.


	•Know how to use content knowledge to make interdisciplinary connections.

•Understand that middle level curriculum should be relevant, inviting, challenging, integrative, and exploratory.
	All
	•Have in-depth knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals and concepts of their discipline

•Know and can implement national/state/district curricula and learning standards
	Lesson Evaluation, Article Summary

	3. Students will explore various dimensions of adolescent development and investigate differing classroom approaches that attempt to meet the needs of adolescent learners.
	•Have an in-depth knowledge of a wide variety of teaching/learning strategies that take into consideration and capitalize upon the developmental characteristics of all young adolescents.


	All
	•Make subject matter meaningful to all students through use of accurate and current content from multiple sources
	Presentations, lesson evaluation

	4. Students will seek to understand the existing socio-cultural influences on teaching and examine how this context influences the social studies curriculum.
	•Promote the positive aspects of diversity found in all young adolescents and use that diversity in planning and implementing curriculum and instruction.
	All
	•Use a variety of assessments to inform instruction that reflect the way cultural, ethnic, socioeconomic, gender, and exceptionality issues affect student learning
	Article summary, exam

	5. Students will identify existing student understandings and adapt social studies instruction for students of differing developmental levels, and/ or learning styles accordingly.
	•Articulate and use a variety of teaching, learning and assessment strategies that motivate all young adolescents to learn.
	All
	•Make subject matter meaningful to all students through use of accurate and current content from multiple sources

•Monitor student 

learning and adjust 

practice based on 

knowledge of 

student interests, 

abilities, 

experiences, and 

peer relationships
	Presentations

	6. Students will recognize the interdisciplinary nature of the social studies and examine ways that integration can occur in the classroom, particularly with technology.
	•Are committed to implementing an interdisciplinary curriculum that is challenging, relevant, integrative, and exploratory.

•Continue their technology learning through individual study and inquiry, professional development activities, and resource and materials development.
	VIII. Science, Technology, and Society
	•The ability to assess and apply a variety of technologies for instructional purposes

•Appreciation for technology as a means, rather than an end, in the instructional process
	WebQuest, presentations


COURSE SCHEDULE BY DATE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

January 6 
Class Activities: Welcome, Introductions, Class Picture, Gardner Activity; Multiple Intelligences and the Middle Level Student

January 8 

Reading: NCSS- Task Force Report; The Social Studies Wars
Class Activities: What is Social Studies? 10 NCSS Themes; Powerful and Authentic Social Studies; Lesson Evaluation

January 13 

BRING SS TEXTBOOKS FROM YOUR SCHOOLS

Reading: SC Standards
Class Activities: Content Focus (World History, Geography, SC History); SC Textbooks

January 15

Due: Lesson Evaluations 

Reading: Van Sledright
Class Activities: share lessons; depth vs. breadth in instruction, best practices

January 20 

Reading: Stern 1-20
Class Activities: authentic assessment; curriculum alignment; state standards

January 22 

Reading: Stern 21-36
Class Activities: rubrics; state standards; special needs students

January 27

Due: Article Summaries 

Reading: Stern (People, Places, and Environments)

Class Activities: Presentation preparation; Best Practices in Geography 
January 29 

Reading: Stern (Time, Continuity and Change)
Class Activities: Presentation preparation; Best Practices in History

February 3 

Reading: Stern (p. 10), (147-158); Braun
Class Activities: Conference-Type Presentations; introduction to technology

February 5 

Reading: Dodge (Some Thoughts), March
Class Activities: Conference-Type Presentations; introduction to WebQuests

February 10 

Reading: Watson, Lipscomb (Civil War)
Class Activities: WebQuest on WebQuests; designing a WebQuest

February 12 

Reading: Molebash and Dodge; The WebQuest Design Process

Class Activities: design issues; work on Webquests; 

February 17 

Reading: Lipscomb (I Guess)
Class Activities: work on Webquests; catch-up???

February 19 

Due: WebQuests
Class Activities: show off WebQuests; the future of middle level social studies; class evaluations

February 24- Exam (5:45-8:15)

ASSIGNMENTS

Lesson Evaluation (10%)

Article Summary (10%)

Conference-Type Presentation (20%)

WebQuest (25%)

Exam (25%)

Participation and Dispositions (10%)

Lesson Evaluation (Due Jan. 15)

For this assignment you are to locate and make a copy of a Social Studies lesson suitable for middle level students. (It doesn't necessarily have to be the grade or subject you are working with now) Handed in with the lesson should be an evaluation of the lesson that contains the following: 

a) a brief summary of the lesson (1/2 page at most) 

b) a comment on the content of the lesson 

c) an explanation of intended grade level and possible modifications that could make it fit for other students 

d) a description of how this fits into powerful and authentic social studies instruction 

Rubric for Grading: 

(5) Included copy of lesson for all in class and instructor 

(20) Brief Summary (clearly explains lesson) 

(20) Content (connects to social studies area(s), 

(15) Grade Level/ Modifications (assesses grade level chosen for lesson and provides    modifications) 

(40) How an Example of Powerful Social Studies (assesses each of the five areas of    p.s.s.) 

I would also like you to give a brief (a minute or two) explanation of your lesson to the class on the due date, Jan. 15. Please bring a copy of the lesson for all in the class, including me. 

Possible sources of lessons: 

Social Studies and the Young Learner, The Social Studies, Social Education, Middle Level Learning, The History Teacher , The Internet???
Article Summaries (Due Jan. 27)

For this assignment you are to locate and make a copy of a Social Studies article dealing with middle level teachers or students. Handed in with the summary should be an reflection that adheres to the following guidelines:

1) Poses to the reader what you believe to be the most important question to emerge from the article.

2) Provides a 2-3 page, double-spaced answer to that question that demonstrates careful reading, reflection, and synthesis.

3) Follow rules of acceptable grammar, style, and documentation. (Includes internal documentation and reference page)
***This article should be scholarly, or at least semi-scholarly if possible.  We will go over examples of both in class.

Conference-Type Presentation (20%)

Many of you have likely given workshops or seminars at conferences or within your schools.  These presentations allow you the opportunity to share information with colleagues about successful lessons, teaching strategies, content areas, etc. ADEPT PD10 addresses these types of opportunities when it says that teachers should “actively seek out and participate in activities which will promote their continued growth as professionals.”

For this activity, you (and a partner) will prepare a 30-45 presentation on middle level social studies that could be presented to social studies teachers at your school, in the district, or for others around the state (i.e. the South Carolina Council for the Social Studies conference in Greenville this fall)

More details will be provided during the first couple of weeks of the course.
WebQuest (25%)

For this assignment, you (and a partner) will be creating a WebQuest appropriate for middle level social studies students.  According to Dodge (1995), a WebQuest is “an inquiry-oriented activity in which some or all of the information that learners interact with comes from resources on the Internet.”  We will be spending a considerable amount of time in class on the use of technology in the classroom and on WebQuests, in particular.  

More details will be provided during the course.
Exam (25%)

The final is designed to assess how well you met the stated objectives of this course. In addition, it provides the opportunity for you to demonstrate how well you can connect readings, activities, discussions, etc. to the major topics discussed in class. The final will contain an assortment of multiple choice, ID, short answer, essay, and other types of questions. 

Participation and Dispositions (10%)

With a fairly small class, participation is a crucial component of this course. Just being present physically does not guarantee maximum points for this piece of your grade. Active participation includes:

1. Reading and preparing for class

2. Participating productively in class discussions and learning activities 

In accordance with the conceptual framework of the Furman Education Department, we are aspiring for “Educators who are scholars and leaders are caring and thoughtful individuals who respond to the needs and experiences of students and others with whom they interact.” In this course, I expect you to conduct yourself in a professional manner and respect others in the class.

In the event that you are absent from class (planned or otherwise), I expect you to let me know PERSONALLY via e-mail or phone. Please do not relay this information through other sources. More than one absence will result in a deduction from this component of your final grade.

Communication (preferably by e-mail) is essential in this course, so let me know any scheduling conflicts or other issues ASAP.

CONCERNING YOUR WORK

Assignments are due on the date shown on the syllabus. (or web page in case of changes) Late work will be penalized 10 points for each day it is late. (Calendar days, not class days).  Computer crashes or printer malfunctions are NOT grounds for excuses.  I will occasionally add points for truly outstanding work. (to be noted on assignments returned to you or in class contributions). Issues of individual (or partner) grades will not be discussed during class time. I will be more than happy to field concerns during office hours or by appointment. If you cannot attend class on the day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to turn it in early or send it with a classmate the day it is due in order to receive full credit.

 

GRADING SCALE

A 94-100

A- 92-93

B+ 88-91

B 84-87

B- 82-83

C+ 78-81

C 74-77

C- 72-73

D+ 68-71

D 64-67

D- 60-63

F below 60

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

I expect that the work you turn in during this course will be yours.  Make sure that you are familiar with the “Plagiarism & Academic Integrity” pamphlet distributed by the university. Be particularly careful with resources that you encounter on the Internet.  Furman’s policy on Academic Dishonesty will be followed if evidence of academic dishonesty is found.  

Furman University, the Education Department, and your professor are strongly committed to students performing as scholars while in all their courses.  Such a commitment means that we expect the highest standards in written and oral performances—including a student’s understanding and application of academic honesty and scholarly documentation of all work.  In this course, students will be expected to follow APA guidelines.  Help for writing, presenting, and documentation will be provided by the professor and additional documenting help may be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
DISABILITY STATEMENT

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should contact Susan Clark, Coordinator of Disability Services, at 294-2322.  Please let me know early in the term if you do so.  All discussions will remain confidential.

OTHER CLASSROOM CONCERNS

· Cell phones, beepers, etc. are a big distraction; PLEASE turn off before coming to class as a common courtesy. 

· I have tried to anticipate as many classroom eventualities as possible, but if I need to make changes in the syllabus or grading policies, I will make it clear in class and post these changes to the class web page. 

· In case of a change in class schedule (bad weather most likely), I will try to send a group e-mail to all ASAP and also post it on the class web site.

· Because we are in a brand new building, please follow regulations concerning food and drink; also take care of the chairs and desks; be especially careful with laptop computers.

