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Part II

Fall 2004

Instructor: 


George B. Lipscomb

Office: 


101-I Hipp Hall

Phone: 


294-3397(office) or 834-5678 (home)

E-mail: 


george.lipscomb@furman.edu

Class Web Page: 

http://facweb.furman.edu/~glipscomb/pre.html
Class Times/ Location: 
T 5:45-9:15 Hipp Hall 205

Office Hours: 

by appointment

VISION STATEMENT

The Teacher Education Program at Furman University prepares educators who are scholars and leaders.
MISSION OF THE PROGRAM

Furman University prepares teachers and administrators to be scholars and leaders who use effective pedagogy, reflect critically on the practice of teaching, promote human dignity, and exemplify ethical and democratic principles in their practice.  Furman is committed to a program of teacher education that calls for collaborative, interdependent efforts throughout the academic learning community. 

The teacher education program is anchored in the university’s commitment to the liberal arts—encompassing the humanities, fine arts, mathematics, and social and natural sciences as the essential foundation for developing intellectually competent educators.  Furthermore, candidates develop professional content knowledge, pedagogical skills, and dispositions through:
•
Mastery of subject matter

•
Understanding of philosophical, historical, and sociological foundations of education

•
Understanding of human development and its implications for learning

•
Understanding of social/cultural relationships

•
Understanding the interrelationship of curriculum, instruction, and assessment

•
Practice of critical inquiry and reflection on teaching and learning

•
Opportunities for leadership development

•
Opportunities to study and practice effective communication

•
Collaboration with peers and others

REQUIRED TEXTS AND READINGS

De Blij, H.J. & Muller, P.O. (2003). Concepts and regions in geography. New York, New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Rand McNally. (2003). Atlas of World Geography. Chicago: Rand McNally and Co.

***Additional readings (both in print and from the web) will be provided as the term progresses. Please consult the course web page for updates.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

An investigation of the interrelationships among humans and geography. Emphasis is on the political, economic, and social consequences of these interactions.  What makes an area a region? The regions will include the Pacific Rim, Asia, and Africa. Participants interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places; recognize and interpret the relationships among patterns and processes at different scales (local to global); and characterize and analyze changing interconnections among people and places.  Related adolescent literature, primary sources, artifacts, and authentic assessment ideas will be introduced as well.  

Within the study of regions (including Australia, New Zealand, Oceania, China, Japan, Korea, India, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, the Middle East, North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Africa) topics to be taught in the course will include:

· Influence of geography on human settlement, survival, and growth

· Interaction of natural features and humans

· Influence of political and economic policies on geography

· Social and economic effects and challenges of environmental change

· Role of technology in shaping the physical and cultural landscape

· Use of geographic tools and technologies to interpret information

GEOGRAPHY/ NCSS/ SCSS STANDARDS / OUTCOMES MATRIX

	National Geography Standards

The geographically informed person knows and understands:
	NCSS
	Representative SCSS standards
	RELEVANT COURSE OUTCOMES 

	THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS: 

STANDARD 1: How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information.

STANDARD 2: How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and environments.

STANDARD 3: How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on Earth's surface.

	III. People, Places, and Environments
	6.3.1, 7.3.1, 8.8.1
	Reviews

Map Work (throughout) 

Artifact - Population in South Asia

Projects

	PLACES AND REGIONS: 

STANDARD 4: The physical and human characteristics of places.

STANDARD 5: That people create regions to interpret Earth's complexity.

STANDARD 6: How culture and experience influence people's perception of places and regions. 


	I. Culture

III. People, Places, and Environments
	7.3.2, 7.3.7
	Reviews 

Artifact - Political Geography and SE Asia

Projects

	PHYSICAL SYSTEMS: 

STANDARD 7: The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface.

STANDARD 8: The characteristics and spatial distribution of ecosystems on Earth's surface. 


	III. People, Places, and Environments
	7.3.2, 8.8.2
	Reviews 

Artifact - Subsaharan Africa and the physical environment

Projects

	HUMAN SYSTEMS: 

STANDARD 9: The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth's surface.

STANDARD 10: The characteristics, distributions, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics.

STANDARD 11: The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface.

STANDARD 12: The process, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

STANDARD 13: How forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface. 


	I. Culture

III. People, Places, and Environments

IX. Global Connections
	6.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.3.10
	Reviews

Artifact - Aboriginal peoples of Australia, NZ, PNG

Projects

	ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY: 

STANDARD 14: How human actions modify the physical environment.

STANDARD 15: How physical systems affect human systems.

STANDARD 16: The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources. 
	III. People, Places, and Environments

VII. Production, Distribution, and Consumption
	7.3.6, 8.8.3
	Reviews 

Artifact - Aswan High Dam cultural impact

Projects

	THE USES OF GEOGRAPHY: 

STANDARD 17: How to apply geography to interpret the past.

STANDARD 18: To apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.
	VIII. Science, Technology, and Society

IX. Global Connections
	6.3.5, 7.3.16
	Reviews

Artifact - Historical Geography (China)

Projects


COURSE SCHEDULE BY DATE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

September 14 

Reading: de Blij Ch. 6; Rand McNally 128-129,142-145 

Class Focus: Welcome, Housekeeping; Class Picture, Course Overview; Intro to N Africa/ SW Asia

Class Activities: map work; Iraq

September 21
Reading: de Blij Ch. 6 Rand McNally 128-129, 142-145

Class Focus: North Africa/ SW Asia

Class Activities: Islam; Aswan High Dam; The Middle East; Sudan (Darfur)

September 28
Reading: de Blij Ch. 7; Rand McNally 122-131

Class Focus: Subsaharan Africa

Class Activities :Peace Corps essays;  exploring children’s literature

October 5

Due: Topic and Rationale for Project

Reading: de Blij Ch. 7; Rand McNally 122-131

Class Focus: Subsaharan Africa

Class Activities : South Africa; physical geography; historical geography (White Man’s Burden)

October 12

Reading: de Blij Ch. 8; Rand McNally 142-143

Class Focus: South Asia; Review #1

Class Activities: Everest
October 19

Reading: de Blij Ch. 8; Rand McNally 142-143

Class Focus: South Asia; 

Class Activities: population geography; natural hazards (Bangladesh)

October 26

Reading: de Blij Ch. 9; Rand McNally 146-147

Class Focus: East Asia

Class Activities: Tibet, historical geography; China and Japan
November 2

Reading: de Blij Ch. 9; Rand McNally 146-147

Class Focus: East Asia; Review #2;

Class Activities: economic geography; 

November 9

Due: outline/ work sample, sources for project
Reading: de Blij Ch. 10; Rand McNally 148-149

Class Focus: Southeast Asia

Class Activities: political geography (Vietnam); state territorial morphology

November 16

Reading: de Blij Ch. 11; Rand McNally 150-159

Class Focus: Australia

Class Activities: guest speaker- Dr. Shirley Ritter
November 30

Reading: de Blij Ch. 12; Rand McNally 150-159

Class Focus: Australia, New Zealand

Class Activities: class presentations; Aborigines/ Maoris (indigenous peoples) ; immigration and implications
December 7

Class Focus: Wrap-up, Final Exam

ASSIGNMENTS

Reviews on Regions (10% each/ 20% total)

Final Exam (20%)

Artifacts for 6 Essential Geography Elements (5% each/ 30% total)

Participation and Dispositions (10%)

Cumulative Project (20%)

Reviews on Regions (10% each/ 20% total)

Final Exam (20%)

The reviews and exam are designed to provide you the opportunity to demonstrate how well you can connect readings, classroom activities, discussions, etc. to the major topics and themes discussed in the course. 

The reviews will contain a mixture of map work, map interpretation, multiple choice, ID, essay, and other types of questions. The reviews will fall approximately every 4 weeks and will consist of two realms per review.

The exam will primarily relate to Southeast Asia, Australia, and The Pacific Realm, but it will also contain material that will require you to tie together major themes from the course.
Artifacts (30%- 5% for each essential element)

Throughout the duration of this class, you will complete various activities that correspond to the national (and state) geography standards.  For each of the essential elements

[I. THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS, II. PLACES AND REGIONS, III. PHYSICAL SYSTEMS, IV. HUMAN SYSTEMS, V. ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY, VI. THE USES OF GEOGRAPHY] we will have a corresponding activity in class that will allow you to demonstrate your understanding of the related concept.  While these activities may change slightly during the course, I foresee these six items making up the necessary artifacts:

I. Population in South Asia- October 19 
II. Political Geography and SE Asia- November 9
III. Subsaharan Africa and the physical environment- October 5
IV. Aboriginal peoples of Australia, NZ, PNG- November 30
V. Aswan High Dam cultural impact- September 21
VI. Historical Geography (China)- October 26
Each of these assignments will be graded according to your understanding of the standard and completion of the assignment. If you are not in class on these days, PLEASE make sure that you check with the instructor to make up the required artifact.

Participation and Dispositions (10%)

Participation is a crucial component of this course and throughout I expect you to:

1. Read and prepare for class

2. Participate productively in class discussions and learning activities 

In accordance with the conceptual framework of the Furman Education Department, we are aspiring for “Educators who are scholars and leaders are caring and thoughtful individuals who respond to the needs and experiences of students and others with whom they interact.” In this course, I expect you to conduct yourself in a professional manner and respect others in the class.

In the event that you are absent from class (planned or otherwise), I expect you to let me know PERSONALLY via e-mail or phone. Please do not relay this information through other sources. More than one absence will result in a deduction from this component of your final grade.

Communication (preferably by e-mail) is essential in this course, so let me know any scheduling conflicts or other issues ASAP.

Cumulative Project (20%)

Many more details on this project will emerge as the course progresses, but this assignment will allow you (and a partner) to go into depth on a topic or region of individual interest. [must fit within the boundaries of PRE II Regions]  I want you to do something that you haven’t done before and will be of use to you in your classroom.  In order to keep you focused as the course progresses, here are some target dates:

October 5: topic and rationale.  Provide me with a project idea and a page or two rationale statement as to why you would like to pursue this topic.  Also include resources that you will consult in this process.

November 9: Outline, work sample, preliminary resource page.  This will vary from person to person, but at this point, I would like a more detailed outline of the final project along with a sample of work you have done thus far.  I would also like a list of resources consulted/ used as you have gone along.

November 30: projects due and class presentations

Even though projects will be different, all students will be required to have a presentation, reflection, and annotated reference sheet. 

Rough Ideas: 

Teaching Unit 

Technology (GIS) project

Environmental study

National Geographic (Geography Action)

Physical Object representing geographic concept (teaching map)

Country Comparison
CONCERNING YOUR WORK

Assignments are due on the date shown on the syllabus. (or web page in case of changes) Computer crashes or printer malfunctions are NOT grounds for excuses.  Late work will be penalized.  (Generally at least a letter grade per class session). I will occasionally add points for truly outstanding work. (to be noted on assignments returned to you or in class contributions). Issues of individual (or partner) grades will not be discussed during class time. I spend a great deal of time providing comments on your work, so please look through them carefully before talking to me.  But PLEASE, PLEASE do not hesitate to talk to me about classroom matters. I will be more than happy to field concerns outside of class time.

 

GRADING SCALE

A 94-100

A- 92-93

B+ 88-91

B 84-87

B- 82-83

C+ 78-81

C 74-77

C- 72-73

D+ 68-71

D 64-67

D- 60-63

F below 60

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

I expect that the work you turn in during this course will be yours.  Make sure that you are familiar with the “Plagiarism & Academic Integrity” pamphlet distributed by the university. Be particularly careful with resources that you encounter on the Internet.  Furman’s policy on Academic Dishonesty will be followed if evidence of academic dishonesty is found.  

Furman University, the Education Department, and your professor are strongly committed to students performing as scholars while in all their courses.  Such a commitment means that we expect the highest standards in written and oral performances—including a student’s understanding and application of academic honesty and scholarly documentation of all work.  In this course, students will be expected to follow APA guidelines.  The professor will provide help for writing, presenting, and documentation. Additional documenting help may be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
DISABILITY STATEMENT

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should contact Donna Taylor in The Office of Disability Services, at 294-2322.  Please let me know early in the term if you do so.  All discussions will remain confidential.

OTHER CLASSROOM CONCERNS

· Cell phones, beepers, etc. are a big distraction; PLEASE turn off before coming to class as a common courtesy. 

· I have tried to anticipate as many classroom eventualities as possible, but if I need to make changes in the syllabus, I will make it clear in class and post these changes to the class web page. 

· Be especially careful with food and drink around the laptop computers when we use them
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