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Lesson Plan:

The Eagles who Thought They were Chickens
By Mychal Wynn

This story is rooted in the griot (storyteller) tradition of West Africa, though no one really knows the birthplace of the original “Eagle Story.”  While there are many versions, the stories typically deal with the unrealized potential of the eagles who didn’t believe that they could fly.  This version is set during and right after the Middle Passage and so is appropriate for eighth grade curriculum. 

Standards:

Social Studies:  8.1.1  Discuss the nature, challenges and contributions of African        

                          American communities.

English:  8-R1.8:  Demonstrate the ability to draw conclusions and make inferences.

Geography Standard 10:  The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth’s

                                           cultural mosaics.                                                                 

Essential Question:  What challenges did arriving Africans have and what contributions  

                                 did they make to American communities?

Activating Activity:

Have students brainstorm and write on the board descriptive words for “chickens”  and “eagles.”  

Procedures:

I would read the book with my students, trying to emphasize the different voices.  Another possibility would be to tape the story with a different reader for each part.

We would then discuss the story with questions to insure understanding and the correlation to the situation of slaves. 

I would write different quotes and have the students sort them according to character, chickens, eagles who thought they were chickens, roosters or the eagle.

If time permitted, I would like to continue the discussion using our school as the chicken yard and the situation of students as “eagles” and  “chickens” and “eagles who think they are chickens.”

Assessment:

As a “ticket out the door”  each student would write which character they most identify with and why.

