Hale Edwards

African Folktales Lesson Plan

The Lion’s Whiskers and Other Ethiopian Tales

The importance of African oral tradition and storytelling still exists today.  By completing this lesson students will develop the means of a better understanding of the importance of the African oral tradition and that the stories were told to involve, entertain and most importantly to teach lessons.  

Essential Question: What can we learn about an African Country from its folktales?

Materials:  Book:   The Lion’s Whiskers and other Ethiopian Tales  by Brent Ashabranner and Russell Davis  

                  Map:    Outline map of Ethiopia 

Procedures:  

* Divide students into 12 groups

* Each group is to read one of the 12 stories in the book

* As each group reads their story they are to label places mentioned in their story on the   map

*Students in their groups are to create a storyboard detailing their folktale, the lesson it teaches, and what we can learn about Ethiopia from the story

Assessment:

Storyboard

