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Lesson Plan (Lit. & Geo.)


Geography Lesson Plan 

Ananse and the Lizard: A West African Tale

Overview: This lesson is designed for use in an eighth grade social studies classroom, but could also be used with a literature class on the same grade level.

Procedure: As part of a lesson on slavery and slave culture, have students label maps of western Africa with areas from which slaves originated. As an enrichment to the study of African culture, read to class the story Ananse and the Lizard: A West African Tale.  

Prior to reading the story, lead class in discussion of the elements trickster tales. This story is set in Ghana, which would be one of the countries the students should have located/labeled on the maps of western Africa. 

Discuss the role of trickster tales in slave culture in the English colonies and United States during the early years of American history. 

Following the reading of the story, have a “chalk talk” activity where students identify trickster tale elements found in the story. 

For a culminating activity, have students write their own trickster stories. This assignment could be started in class by helping the students to choose characters, setting, and plot. The students could finish the stories for homework and share with the class. Students could work in pairs if needed. For students who had an interest or talent, the teacher could assign an illustration to accompany (or in place of) the story.

In a setting where students are taught in teams, this lesson could be co-taught with the literature/reading teacher on the team.

Materials: Ananse and the Lizard: A West African Tale by Pat Cummings


      Maps of western Africa 

                  Examples of other trickster tales (i.e. Brer Rabbit tales)

Suggested time needed: Two to three class periods.

