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Materials:
    Book: Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears
    Website:  www.pbs.org/africa/explore
Objective:

    What role does oral tradition play in African culture?

    What role does oral tradition play in our culture?

Procedure:

     Lead a class discussion on how African folklore/myths were designed to teach and entertain.  

     Write these elements of African folklore/myths on the board:

· Importance placed on nature and wildlife

· May explain an historical event 

· May contain moral instruction

· Entertainment value

Read aloud, Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears, by Verna Aardema

Students will refer to the list of elements on the board and write down examples as they are contained in this story.  Discuss in class.

Students will complete the following:

· Write a summary of the myth

· Explain how the 4 elements of African folklore/myth, oral tradition were incorporated into this story.

· What was entertaining about this story?

· What did the story teach you about African culture?

· How could you apply this myth to your own life?

Lesson Extension:

    Have students choose a myth from www.pbs.org/africa/explore (choose a region, click on people, then go to folklore).  They will share this myth with the class; however, they will be telling the myth NOT reading it to the class.   Discuss with the class the difference between reading a story from text and telling a story.  How hand signals can be used, how drama can be used, and how emotions can be included in telling in place of reading. 

     Students could use the elements of African folklore/myths on each of the individual student’s myth they tell to the class.

